
A NEWSLETTER OF THE ORDER OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE FALL 2008

Lifelines
The Motto of the Order

For His Sake...
I am but one, but I am one.

I cannot do everything,
but I can do something.

What I can do, I ought to do.
What I ought to do, by the

grace of God I will do.
Lord, what will you

have me do?

The Prayer of the Order

O Eternal Father, you have
 sent us your Son to teach us

things pertaining to your
heavenly Kingdom.

Give your blessing to our
Order wherever it may be

throughout the world.

Grant that we, your
Daughters,

ever may discern your truth
and bear the cross
through the battles
of our earthly life.

Give us strength to overcome
temptation and the grace
 to work to spread your

Kingdom and to gather your
scattered sheep
within your fold.

Pour out upon us
the sevenfold gift of the Holy

Spirit, that we may always
remember it is your work we
are called to do, that all we

think, do or say may be
pleasing in your sight.

We ask it all For His Sake,
 our King and Savior,
Jesus Christ. Amen.

From our Diocesan President
Sisters, I hope you have seen the article in the Summer 2008 Covenant Magazine
regarding Daughters of the King.  I wrote it to encourage women of our Diocese to
consider joining us.  Of course, YOU, MY SISTERS, ARE THE REAL KEY TO THAT

MISSION’S SUCCESS.  And, we are best prepared for that mission as our own lives
reflect what our Lord Jesus Christ has called us to be.

We are women and we are Christians.  We have promised to
pray and serve our church and our neighbors.  We have
promised to evangelize, bring others to Christ.  And how have
we done these things?  By paying attention to prayer and
service and spreading the good news as we have seen fit.
How will we grow in, and into, fulfilling these promises?  St.
Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) walked this path a long time
before us.  She wrote The Interior Castle to help her sisters to
grow in their spiritual lives.  She pictured the soul as “a castle
made of a single diamond… in which there are many rooms,
just as in heaven there are many mansions.”

St. Teresa and her sisters were cloistered nuns and we are not, but others have
followed a similar path that applies well to our busy lives.  Elizabeth Gilbert, for
example, in her best-selling book, Eat, Pray, Love, challenged herself to pray more
deliberately.  Prayer can get limp and boring after a while, she found. So, she com-
ments that prayer is a relationship with God and that she will take time every morning
to search within herself for an “authentic prayer,” that for which she is truly asking
on that day.  Having recognized that desire, she then prays in a meditative style, very
much like centering prayer.  An excellent source for that type of prayer is Centering
Prayer and Inner Awakening by Cynthia Bourgeault.

Through prayer and service, we move through the mansions that St. Theresa de-
scribes.  She made clear that humility is required to make this journey.  The major
obstacles to our progress are our own distractions with the world in which we live
and with our attachment to our material lives.  We are so easily consumed by resent-
ment, anger, envy, loneliness, and fear that we have to be reminded that we are
seeking the true light of God in the world and in ourselves.  Sisters, I do recommend
the spiritual paths of these women.  They go before us with a lantern to light the way.
By following their paths of dedication to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we
will become evangelists by virtue of the way we live our lives and tell our stories.
This will enhance the community of our sisters, of our churches, and, ultimately, of
the world.

For His Sake,
Lela Joscelyn
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These three apparently disjointed words swim in my mind
following a very exciting and productive Spring Assembly
and the Board Meeting leading up to it.  My hope is to
suggest how they fit together as a challenge for the
common life of the Daughters of the King in our Diocese
and for our mission to pray and serve in the larger
Church.

In her May 3rd reflections on “Make Us One,” Mother
Anita began with the premise that the oneness for which
Christ prayed in his Priestly Prayer of John 17: 20-23 is a
restoration of unity with God such as existed at creation
and is as complete as that unity within the Holy Trinity.
Wow!  That’s a much larger vision of unity and commu-
nity than I usually think of or can even imagine in the face
of all that can often divide us as Daughters, as Christians,
and as humans!  How can we take
even baby steps in this direction?

My thoughts turn to the meeting
that took place in Egypt between
our diocesan Bishop Steven Miller
and Bishop Mouneer Anis over a
week that included the day of our
Assembly.  Through the use of
technology (email), we Daughters
had been able to join in a commu-
nity of prayer to uphold and
support those involved in this
endeavor.  We used the occasion of
our semi-annual Board meeting to
complete prayer shawls to be given to partici-
pants in this meeting as signs of our continual prayers.
The card that accompanied them said, “These prayer
shawls are symbolic of all of our prayers to support your
efforts to maintain the bonds of affection and to discern
the heart and mind of Christ in the Anglican Communion
and its relationship to the Episcopal Church. . . . Know
that these shawls have been lovingly prayed over by
women who hold a wide diversity of views on the matters
in contention, and yet who deeply yearn for unity in
Christ.”  Baby steps on our part, recognizing that only the
mysterious Trinity has the ability to create order from the
chaos around us.

At the business portion of our Assembly, President Lela
Joscelyn discussed the different ways we hope to use
technology (email and a web site) to strengthen our

Community, Prayer, and Technology

This issue is the first Lifelines
being sent primarily through
Email.  Email delivery will not
only help us to save money on
postage, but will also allow
most of our membership to
see a full-color version!

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
Please print a copy for any-

one in your chapter who
does not have Email.

EMAIL PRAYER
REQUESTS

Please Email all
prayer requests to:

prayers@milwaukeedok.org

The list address
dokprayers@milwaukeedok.org
is restricted for use by Diocesan
officers and the webmaster for
official DOK communications.

Thanks for your cooperation!
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bonds of community and our service of prayer.  We will
rely much more heavily upon email and the internet for the
dissemination of communications, prayer requests, and
Lifelines.  Yet we are mindful that such reliance could
separate sisters who do not have computer access from a
sense of community.  Therefore, I urge those with email
access to look through the revised directory (which will be
sent out shortly) to see whether there is anyone in their
parish or nearby for whom they could print out and share
communications.  Essential baby steps toward efficiency and
stronger community.

Speaking about the revised directory at the Assembly, I noted
the continued growth that we see in the number of members
and chapters in the past three years.  Yet we also have quite a
large number of Daughters at Large, which presents us with
a challenge to connect and build community with them.  I
especially wish to remind these daughters of the National
Bylaws stating that if there is a chapter in the church they
attend, they ought to be a part of that community.  Pray for
the Holy Spirit to reconcile any hurts and to raise the Daugh-
ters up as examples of loving and forgiving community. If
there is not chapter, we encourage Daughters at Large to
consider forming one, and are more than willing to provide
assistance.

And why do we seek such growth?  First, for the sake of
multiplying the prayer support being offered to the Church in
its various manifestations at this critical time.  Second, so
that greater community among the diversity of Daughters
may be a witness to the unity made possible in Christ.  Our
vows of prayer, service, and evangelism and our devotion to
our King can be baby steps toward unity among the various
religious traditions we now represent – Episcopalian, Angli-
can, Catholic, and Lutheran.

One last bit on technology. Through the gracious and skilled
ministry of Loraine Garner (Elizabeth Chapter of St. James
Milwaukee), we now have our own diocesan web site at
www.milwaukeedok.org.  Please keep your sisters through-
out the diocese in mind whenever you have an event or study
idea to share, taking pictures and emailing them to Loraine at
lifelines@milwaukeedok.org to incorporate into the web site
or Lifelines.  If our web site shares the joy of being a
Daughter and how we strive for unity with God and one
another, perhaps more women will be attracted to our Order.

Community, Prayer, and Technology

Check out DOK
on the web -

www.milwaukeedok.org

Finally, I share that my passion for the Daughters in our
diocese is to strengthen our prayer and community by
reaching out to visit each chapter on behalf of the diocesan
leadership.  I bring you the love and prayers of Lela, Kay,
Jill, and myself and hope to gather insights and “best prac-
tices” to share with other chapters.  If your chapter is
struggling in some way, perhaps we can prayerfully discern
how to strengthen the community.  This vision cannot come
through technology, however, but through old fashioned
baby steps (or adult journeys) to meet one another face to
face and heart to heart.  Please use the technology of email
(peg.nugent@sbcglobal.net) or the good old fashioned phone
(262-796-1578) to make plans for a visit.

Praying that you may experience the Oneness we have
already been promised with the Father in Christ through the
Holy Spirit, FHS,

Peg Nugent
Diocesan VP
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Milwaukee Daughters and
the Lambeth Conference
On Saturday, August 2nd, as the world-wide gathering of
Anglican bishops at Lambeth gave its final consideration to
the on-going unity of the Anglican Communion, the Rev.
Canon David Pfaff led a group of Daughters of the King and
parishioners of St. Bartholomew Church in a mass for the
Unity of the Church.  At one point in the service, the palpable
presence of the Holy Spirit prompted one person in atten-
dance to stop her singing and “Listen.”  What she discovered
was the tremendous beauty God can bring from even the a
cappella singing of relatively few voices.  “Listen,” she
heard, and so she could better appreciate the unique gifts of
the others at worship, and how the Holy Spirit could unite
them all into unity in diversity.

Listening was also part of what made this Lambeth Confer-
ence different from many others.   The bishops were
encouraged to meet in small communities (African Indaba
groups) and to discern the mind of Christ in forming rela-
tionships that transcend the barriers of geography or the
anxieties that can be festered by global communication
technology.  In his sermon, Fr. David Pfaff alluded to the
ways that the internet, blogs, and instant communication
may actually hinder the work of the Spirit because they
distance communication from listening in relationship.  A bit
of wisdom well worth remembering in our own lives.  When
in doubt, when anxious, when feeling out of relationship with
others – pause to pray, and then Listen – to God and to the
other.

Prayer, listening, and relationship in support of the world-
wide Church have been an important part of our diocesan
ministry as Daughters this year.  When we learned of the
Bishop’s planned journey to visit Archbishop Mouneer Anis in
Egypt this Spring, we Daughters pledged to pray for this
time of listening and relationship-building.  We also crafted
and sent along prayer shawls that were prayed over by
Daughters from the full spectrum of theological views.  It
was during the time of Bishop Miller’s visit that Archbishop
Mouneer sent a letter to his fellow bishops in Africa and the
Southern Cone, indicating that he would not be attending the
Global Anglican Fellowship Conference and encouraging all
bishops to take part in the Lambeth Conference.  Is there any
doubt that prayer, relationship, and listening may have
impacted his decision?

In listening to the Spirit in our hearts, the leadership of the
Diocesan Daughters agreed to share materials on Lambeth
with all Daughters in the diocese and to call for prayer in a
special way to undergird Bishop Miller and the others as they
met from July 16 through Aug. 3rd.  Daughters were able to
arrange to be part of at least 5 extra Holy Eucharists and one
celebration of Evening Prayer during this time, in addition to
Sunday worship and daily praying for those convened at
Lambeth.  At the special Eucharist he celebrated with us, Fr.
Pfaff extended his thanks for all this prayer support from the
Daughters.

And yet our prayers of support are not ended, but just
beginning – as is the work of the Holy Spirit to bear fruit
from the meetings at Lambeth.   Romans 28: 18-28 is an
excellent guide for this ongoing ministry of prayer we can
offer for our Church.  St. Paul reminds us that our suffer-
ings are part of laboring to give birth to the reign of God.  In
these labors, we must hold on to hope and wait PATIENTLY.
Finally, he reminds us that we are not groaning in labor
alone.  Rather, the Holy Spirit groans within us and inter-
cedes wordlessly when we do not know what to pray.
Perhaps Hymn 698 Eternal Spirit of the living Christ –
which was sung at communion on August 2nd could be
further inspiration for your ministry of intercession.

May this, then, be our renewed ministry for each of our
parishes, our priests, our bishops, and our Church – to be
women of Hope who pray and wait patiently, surrendering to
the Holy Spirit to intercede as God alone knows best during
this time of birthing new life!  Thank you for all the support
you have offered thus far.

Peg Nugent
Diocesan VP
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Upcoming Events

Diocesan Board Meeting
Saturday, September 27
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
St. Paul's, Milwaukee

All chapter presidents should plan to attend or send a
representative.

DON’T FORGET!!
Annual Dues are due at the National

DOK office by September 1!

DIOCESAN FALL ASSEMBLY

ALL SAINTS' DAY
DOK DAY OF CORPORATE COMMUNION

Saturday, November 1, 2008
St. Paul’s Milwaukee

Our day of Corporate Communion will also be a special retreat
led by Bishop Miller for all women of the diocese.

Watch for your registration form in September!
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PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES

The DOK by-laws were last amended in October, 2007.  At the Diocesan Board meeting on April 5, 2008, the
officers and Chapter Presidents reviewed the Diocesan DOK by-laws and proposed several minor changes,
which will be submitted at the Fall Assembly to the membership for discussion and consideration.  These
proposed changes would serve to acknowledge and affirm the importance of the Daughters At Large in our
Assembly, would clarify the duties of the Diocesan Treasurer, and would also adjust the officer election criteria
to more accurately reflect current practice.

The proposed changes are as follows:

• Article IV, Section 2A:  The officers of the Assembly shall be elected by a quorum of the Dioc-
esan membership, either present at the Spring Assembly or via mail received by the majority vote of
those members present at the Spring Assembly in the Triennial year.

• Article IV, Section B4D: The Treasurer shall collect and disburse the regular gatherings of
money to the Endowment, Master’s and Self-Denial Funds of the National Order of The Daughters of
the King, on an annual basis.

(This language will be revised and removed to Article III, Section 3, as follows:)

…upon death or resignation.  All Chapters shall collect and disburse the regular gatherings of money to
the Endowment, Master’s and Self-Denial Funds of the National Order of The Daughters of the King, on
an annual basis.

Proposed new article:

• Article VI.  Daughters at Large Chair
The DAL Chair shall be appointed by the Executive Board

Section 1.  The DAL Chair shall maintain contact at least once annually with DALs.
Section 2.  Encourage DALs to join or form chapters when possible.
Section 3.  Encourage DALs to participate in Diocesan Assemblies.
Section 4.  DAL Chair shall represent DALs concerns and needs to the Executive Board.

• Current Article VI – Parliamentary Authority will become Article VII
• Current Article VII – Amendment will become Article VIII

Full text of the by-laws in their current form is available
on the new DOK website,  www.milwaukeedok.org.

All Daughters are encouraged to review the proposed changes and discuss them at your chapter meetings.
Any concerns should be referred to your chapter president, who can bring them up for discussion at the next
Board meeting on September 27, prior to the Fall Assembly at St. Paul’s, Milwaukee, on November 1.
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Scenes from the
Spring Assembly

May 3, 2008

Many thanks to our hosts,
the Mary and Martha

Chapter at St. Boniface, Mequon

President Lela Joscelyn updated the
Assembly on matters pertaining to
the Provincial and National DOK.

Our Chaplain, the Rev. Anita
Braden, also offered a wonderful

presentation on “Community”.
We ended with a shared celebration

of the Eucharist.

Jenny Gettel, June Paul (back to camera),
Chaplain Mother Anita Braden,

President Lela Joscelyn and VP Peg Nugent

TREASURER’S REPORT

presented at the Diocesan DOK
Executive Board Meeting

July 10, 2008

Current cash balance $549.55

Collections at the Spring Assembly

Open Offering for Mother Anita’s
Discretionary Fund $ 93.00

Endowment Fund memorial
for Lorrie Erdman $125.00

submitted by Jill Wellman, Treasurer
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Chapter News
Milwaukee Diocesan

DOK Chapters

St. Catherine of Siena Chapter
Holy Communion, Lake Geneva

St. Mary the Virgin Chapter
St. Agnes Junior Chapter

Nashotah House Seminary

St. Claire of Assisi Chapter
St. Alban's, Sussex

St. Monica Chapter
St. Bartholomew's, Pewaukee

Mary and Martha Chapter
Mary and Martha Junior Chapter

St. Boniface, Mequon

Mother Teresa Chapter
St. Francis, Menomonee Falls

Elizabeth Chapter
St. James, Milwaukee

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter
St. John the Baptist, Portage

St. Anne Chapter
St. Luke's, Whitewater

Gamma Chapter
St. Michael's, Racine

Priscilla Chapter
St. Paul's, Watertown

St. Angela Merici Chapter
St. Paul's, Milwaukee

St. Hildegard Chapter
Trinity, Wauwatosa

Hope for a New Chapter

Good Shepherd Church in Sun Prairie, held an informational meeting about
The Order of the Daughters of the King on Sunday, June 22nd.  Father Mike
Tess has been very interested and supportive of this ministry.  We are hoping
to be able to form a Chapter and to inspire our younger members with an
interest through the Junior Daughters as well.  As you all know, formation of
a new chapter takes time and prayer support.  Please keep the women of
Good Shepherd, Fr. Mike Tess and myself in your prayers.

June Paul

Mary and Martha Chapter from St. Boniface, Mequon

On Thursday, July 24th, the Mary and Martha Chapter held their annual
planning luncheon at Jackie Purcell’s home in Port Washington.
We completed our calendars for the year for the various functions our
chapter offers for the parish and the prayer times for the Ember Days.  This
seems to work well for us as we all lead such busy lives these days.  This
way, our DOK commitments are already in place as the year gears up in
September. Also, we give the dates to the Parish Administrator to put on the
Master Calendar for the church, so our times and spaces are reserved.

The Mary and Martha Chapter also recently completed a book study of
“Velvet Elvis” by Rob Bell.  The majority of the daughters completed this
very meaningful study within the “small groups” formation at St. Boniface.

Kay Pulliam

MELANIE MURPHY will be admitted to the Mary and Martha
Chapter on Sunday, September 21st at the 8:30 service.

All are invited to come and celebrate with her!

Elizabeth Chapter from St. James, Milwaukee

The Elizabeth Chapter completed the study leading to admission of four
terrific women in May.  We now count our membership at thirteen active,
vibrant women intent on fulfilling St. James’ mission to serve the urban poor
in Milwaukee.

We are now engaged in a study of the book, “The Heart of Christianity” by
Marcus Borg, under the direction of chapter members and our Rector, the
Rev. Debra Trakel.

Loraine Garner
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New Daughters

REFLECTIONS OF A NEW DAUGHTER

On May 18th, Trinity Sunday, Dawn, Dorota, Katie, and I were
inducted into the Daughters of the King. We stood before God,
our fellow Daughters, and the parish to take vows to faithfully
obey the two rules of the Order, the Rule of Prayer and the Rule
of Service. The day was full of excitement and anticipation. The
journey for me to become a Daughter started some time ago. As
the months passed, I had some time for study, reflection, and
some remarkable conversations, which all led to this unforget-
table Sunday. I woke up with a knot in my stomach, that had
been slowly getting bigger all week. After all they were making
us a banner and a cake. How cool is that? That morning as I was
walking up to the altar, palms sweating, my heart pounding, and
tears in my eyes, I was still asking myself, is this what I really
want to do? Am I making the right choice? As I stood there suddenly it was all clear. Yes I am,
and I will, with God’s help, always! “With heart, mind and spirit, I will uphold and bear the
cross,” and when I need a little help upholding the cross I have countless number of fantastic
women to support me and we do it all For His Sake.

Blessings,
Teresa Jackson

Dawn Doerr,
Teresa Jackson,
Katie Weidinger

and Dorota Pruski,

New Daughters of the
Elizabeth Chapter

St. James’, Milwaukee

NEW JUNIOR DAUGHTERS CHAPTER
at St. Boniface

We started the Junior Daughters of the King Chapter in our
Dioceses on Sunday, May 18, 2008. We are officially the Mary
and Martha Junior Chapter at St. Boniface Church in Mequon,
Wisconsin. Kay Pulliam is our Junior Directress.

Lela Joscelyn our President, Lera Doneghy is the leader of the
Junior Daughters for the Province and Carolyn Holliday-
McClintock the President from the Province attended the service
and presented the girls for admission to the order. It was a
wonderful morning and a beautiful beginning for these young
ladies and their work in Christ.

Even before their Service of Admission these Junior Daughters were doing the Lord’s work at our church. They decorated
the narthex at Lent. The vines with Lenten symbols still adorn the Welcome area to this day. The older girls provided child
care for the Spring Assembly hosted but the Daughters of King at our church on May 3. They made Palm crosses for Palm
Sunday and provided cookies for Mothering Sunday.

Here is a picture of our Junior Daughters. The names are from left to right: Rebecca Jorgensen, Melissa Chiarello, Aimee
Malwitz, Martha Jorgensen, Cecilia Kilmer, Sarah Jorgensen, Nicole Chiarello, and Elizabeth Jorgensen.



Page 10Lifelines - Fall 2008

Prayer Warrior – A Memorial to Lorrie Erdman

Most of us will remember Lorraine Erdman as the woman who brought
the Order of the DOK to Milwaukee.  Largely through her efforts, the
necessary three chapters were formed, which allowed us to constitute a
Diocesan Assembly.  Roger White, our Bishop at that time, became the
National DOK Chaplain. Lorrie was passionate about DOK and encour-
aged me when I became involved.

Lorrie sent me lots of encouraging notes and called me a few times when
the Chapter in Portage was forming - she reminded me often of how
strong Spiritual Warfare can become when God calls women together to
build His kingdom.  She reminded me often that it was imperative to pray
for each member and each prospective member and their families and to
pray for the Parish ministries and the Priest on a daily basis.  Lorrie was
an asset to the Diocesan Order and the building of God’s Kingdom.

I found Lorrie to be a very gracious woman.  Even when she was ill she
had time to give words of encouragement to others.  Like many of us,

she wasn’t comfortable not being able to ‘do’ more.  In one conversation,  when I reminded her that she told me the best
‘doing’ we can do is Prayer because without that God isn’t very involved and we aren’t listening to His leading, she giggled a
little and sweetly said, “Thank you for feeding me my own words.”  I thought that was an interesting comment for her to
make.  And I find I have to eat those words often.  Our attempts at evangelism and service are pretty empty without prayer.

Lorrie was a phenomenal prayer warrior for the Lord.  I think that’s how many of us will remember her.

June Paul

Daughters - At - Large

Do you consider yourself just a Daughter-at-Large?  Please know that there is no such thing as a
“second class Daughter” — for we are all called to be sisters in Christ.  Currently we have be-
tween 15 and 20 members in our diocese that are not affiliated with a formal chapter.

Out of concern to keep these members connected with the larger community, the Executive Board
is seeking a person to serve as Chair of the Daughters at large.  We are also contacting each of
these women to ascertain their reasons for not being connected with a local chapter.

If you are a Daughter at Large, even though the National Bylaws no longer require you to join
another chapter within three years, we certainly encourage you to seek deeper bonds of affection
with your sisters in the Order.  If age or infirmity makes it harder for you to join with others in
person for prayer and study, perhaps alternative ways to share can be found.  Or if circumstances
have simply taken you to a different church within the Apostolic succession, please consider
speaking with your priest about the possibility of hosting an information session and starting a
chapter in your parish.

Remember, it is even possible to start a chapter in a long-term care institution with proper spiritual
guidance and support.  Above all, let us remember to pray for one another, and to welcome
Daughters at Large to our Assemblies!

Peg Nugent
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Cast Your Cares Upon DOK

I was at a family reunion speaking with one of my relatives.
He expressed concern for an elderly Uncle of his in another
state.  My family member is unable to go visit and his uncle
has no family in that state to visit him.  My family member
expressed concern about the spiritual well-being of his
uncle.  As Larry spoke with great compassion and concern,
I prayed asking God how I could help ease my family
members burden.  After sharing a piece of Scripture that I
find comforting when I’m not certain where someone is
spiritually I told my family member about my membership in
DOK and our network possibilities.

When I offered to contact our National Office to see if there
was a member of our Order who could visit his Uncle on his
behalf my family members face lit up with a little smile.  My
family member is currently suffering with cancer.  I con-
tacted the National Office and discovered there is a Chapter
at the church in the same community where this Uncle is.

The National Office gave my information to the local Chapter
President and Vice President.  I was contacted by phone -
gave them information about the Uncle that would help with
visits - gave them my family members phone number and
they are going to start visiting.  When I told them he had an
interest in gardening they were thrilled as they have a
Master Gardener in their Chapter.  How wonderful God is to
prepare Godly people in advance to minister His love and
grace to people wherever they are.  I feel so privileged to
have been a sort of ‘conduit’ for the work of the Holy Spirit
that weaves through all our lives!

Please pray for Larry and
Lester and may God Bless
the ministry of our mem-
bership throughout the
world.  AMEN!  What an
Awesome God we serve!

June Paul

REMEMBER THE FALL ASSEMBLY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
ST. PAUL’S, MILWAUKEE

A retreat for the women of the Diocese led by
Bishop Steven A. Miller

More details coming soon!
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